CALLBOARD
ANTIQUE FIRE ASSOCIATION of NEW JERSEY

MAY 2019.. -

NORTH JERSEY CHAPTER of SPAAMFAA

VOL.38, ISSUE 4

NEXT AFANJ MEETING
WEDNESDAY, MAY 15, 2019 @7:30 Pm
@NJ Firemen’s Home, 565 Lathrop Avenue, Boonton, NJ 07005

Bradley Gardens didn’t seem to mind if the driver and officer riding in this
Hahn got wet. The covered portion of the cab only protected firefighters from
the elements.

ONE-of-a-KIND
During the years that I photographed apparatus
participating in parades or musters, I encountered several
rigs that would qualify as one-of-a-kind rigs. This issue
of Callboard begins with two engines from New Jersey
that were unique. It is appropriate that both are Hahns as
this manufacturer’s apparatus will be featured at the
second reunion of this apparatus builder at Hamburg,
PA, on September 28.

The first one-of-a-kind did not start out in this category.
It was delivered to Bridgewater’s Bradley Garden’s Fire
Department in 1968 with a full cab. At some point
during its career there it was damaged by a falling tree.
The resultant repair consisted of cutting off the front o
the cab leaving the engine with its enclosed portion
protecting only the rear jump seats. You’ve got to admit
this 1,000-gpm pumper with a 1,000 gallon tank presents
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an interesting profile. It was replaced years ago by a
fleet of more conventional E-One pumpers.

Egypt’s Mack E had a mid-mount pump and a closed
cab. The illusion of a bumper pumper was created by an
open-cab Jeep with a front mounted pump parked
directly in front of the Mack E.

At first glance the Hahn pumper/tanker appearing on this
page doesn’t look that unique, other than fact that it is
really long. What makes it different from other
pumper/tankers produced by Hahn is that the massive
body was built by Emergency-One. There seems to be
conflicting information concerning its pump size. The
Hahn production list shows that pump as 500-gpm while
other sources state it was a 2,000-gpm pump. The
engine’s 2,000 gallons of water were carried in twin
tanks. I am not sure why the tanks were arranged this
way, maybe it had something to do with weight
distribution. This pumper/tanker was operated by
McAfee Fire Department and was replaced by a much
smaller tanker built on a commercial chassis. The Hahn
protected various Sussex County ski resorts and the once
famous Playboy Club and its bunnies.

I liked the concept of a Mack E front-mount, so was
really excited by Deer Park’s rig. It was built in 1938 by
Mack on a Model 40S chassis but was not titled until
1939. It has a six-cylinder engine, a four-speed manual
transmission and a 500-gpm pump. Its original 300
gallon booster tank was replaced by a smaller 150 gallon
tank to save wear and tear on the transmission. This
engine was originally owned by Cheltenham Hook &
Ladder in Cheltenham Township, PA. Deer Park
acquired the pumper in August 1948 where it served on
the front line until the late 1970s. The engine was
overhauled in 1980 and it recently underwent further
restoration so it could be returned to the parade and
muster circuit. . According to Harvey Eckert it was the
only one of its kind built.

While on active duty at Fort Dix and living in New
Egypt, New Jersey, I frequently passed the small town’s
two bay fire station on James Street. For some reason I
never visited the station but in my head I pictured their
E-Model Mack at a bumper pumper.
One the
Philadelphia Fire Department musters held along the
Delaware River reinforced this idea when a Mack E
bumper pumper lettered for Deer Park was among the
participants. A few years later I would learn that New

Oldwick Fire Department’s unique Monarch pumper has
been well publicized. Less recognized was their 1964
International open cab bumper pumper from the same
builder, Custom Body Service of Plainfield, NJ. This
one-of-a-kind rig not only could pump 500-gpm, but it
carried an overhead ladder rack. It spent its nonfirefighting time housed in the department’s dining rom
waiting for a call to duty.

*
(Above) I got to photograph this Hahn/Emergency-One pumper/tanker at the annual Sussex
County parade. It was unable to participate after suffering a mechanical problem..
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(Above) Mack only made one E-Model bumper pumper. This one has been restored. (Below) Oldwick Fire Company
returned to Custom Body Service for a second engine. It looked nothing like their Monarch..

I never got to see a Spangler Dual. While visiting Ron
Smith of Hellertown, PA, I was treated to a display in
one of his storage trailers that was dedicated to the
Spangler Dual. For those not familiar with the Dual
concept, it was the brain child of D.H. Spangler
Engineering and Sales Company of Hamburg, PA, in
1947. Only three Duals (stands for two Ford engines
and twin transmissions) were built – two massive

pumpers with dual front-mounted 500-gpm pumps,
oversized hose reels, 1,500-gallon water tank, and dual
front and rear axles.
A dual sold for $16,800.
Unfortunately the pumpers were short-lived. The one
sold to the United States Military failed its tests and was
scrapped. The other was sold to Morgantown, PA,
proved too heavy and was returned to Hahn after only
brief service.
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(Above) If you had any doubts that a Spangler Dual was large, look at the contrast between the pumper/tanker on the
left and the Mack E model alongside. Photo is from the Hellertown Fire Department’s collection...
There was a third piece of fire apparatus produced by
Spangler. It was a pumper/tanker built in 1948 and sold
to nearby Dewey Fire Company in Hellertown in 1954.
Unlike the two pumpers, this rig appeared to be a bit
more conventional. It lacked the dual steering found on
the earlier pumpers and had a single mid-ship 759-gpm
pump. Carrying 1,250-gallons of water, it did have dual
rear axles. Nicknamed “Big Bertha,” the rig was plagued
by mechanical issues including a right wheel that often
fell off. It was replaced in 1959 by an American
LaFrance and, while traveling back to Hellertown from
Hamburg, the right wheel fell off for the third time in its
career. Left alongside of the road, Dewey’s firefighters
called Hahn and told them to pick up their “piece of
crap.” It was reported as scrapped. Thanks to Ron
Smith for the information above.

I first broached the idea for this Callboard’s topic. I am
certain AFANJ members may have other candidates for
inclusion in the future, so let me know what rig you
would like to nominate and provide information backing
up your claim.

The final one-of-a-kind is a rig that we’ve seen before as
it is a regular on the muster circuit. It is a 1918 K-34
Ahrens-Fox that carries a 600-gpm front-mounted rotary
pump. What makes this engine unusual is that the
Bellevue, Kentucky, Fire Department specified that it be
built on a piston pumper chassis. Lacking the familiar or
pulsation chamber, it looks like something is missing.
The Fox SN690 has been extensively restored since
appearing at the Fire Museum of Maryland’s Fox
Muster.

PRESSIDENT’S MESSAGE
Hello All,
Happy spring to everyone! It is finally time to
get our rigs ready and awaken them from a long
winter's nap! I hope that the offseason has
been kind and that no one has any major
repairs to make. In the event that you do or if
you have something minor to address, please
don't hesitate to call on our fellow members for
assistance. What better way to promote
friendship and comradery within our club? Not
to mention that we are extremely fortunate to
have such valuable resources in our members
in all aspects of the hobby. Please utilize them
as needed. Our next meeting will be on
Wednesday, May 15th at 7:30 p.m. Again, every
effort should be made to attend. We have
important matters to handle with elections for
certain vacancies and a decision on hosting our
annual picnic for members of the firemen's
home. Until then, stay safe and well.

Friend Bill Anderson and I have had frequent
discussions on the topic of one-of-a-kind apparatus since

INTERIM PRESIDENT – JOHN FILIPSKI
973-713-9838
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Interim President: John Filipski – 973-7139838
Vice-President: Vacant
Secretary: Dawn Foote—973-886-0429
Treasurer: William Egbert – 973-366-6835
Membership: Marie Fredella – 814-937-4578
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74 Chatham Street
Chatham, NJ 07928
973-635-4661 or highseased@aol.com

TRUSTEES

Please send any information about local
apparatus, fire department activities, news
clippings, or anything else that might be of
interest to members.

Peter Eisele – 2019
Jeff Swenson- 2020
Ed Burdge - 2021
THE ABOVE OFFICERS & TRUSTEES MAKE
UP AFANJ’s 2017 BOARD of DIRECTORS

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

YOU WILL RECEIVE YOUR MEMBERSHIP
RENEWAL FORM for 2019 FROM DAWN
FOOTE AS A SEPARATE MAILING
FOLLOWING RECEIPT OF THIS ISSUE.

Membership to the Antique Fire Association of
New Jersey is open to all individuals. Fire
Departments and organizations interested in
the preservation restoration, and appreciation
of vintage fire apparatus and memorabilia and
preserving the history of the American fire
fighting profession.
You need not own
apparatus to be a member.

AFANJ MEETING LOCATIONS
Meetings are held in
September & November.

March,

May*,

2019 MEETINGS CALENDAR

THE AFANJ IS THE NORTHERN NEW
JERSEY CHAPTER of S.P.A.A.M.F.A.A.

May 15 Firemen’s Home Picnic – Boonton, New Jersey
2019 FIREMATIC EVENTS CALENDAR

Society for the Preservation and Appreciation
of Motor Fire Apparatus in America.P.O. Box
2005, Syracuse, NY 13220-2005
www.spaamfaa.org

May 17-19 – Fire Expo – Harrisburg, PA
June 8– AFANJ Firemen’s Home Picnic June 15 – Anniversary Parade – Scotch Plains, NJ
June 23 – Anniversary Parade – Matawan, NJ
June 24 – Tri-County Muster – Jamesburg, NJ
July 17-20 – SPAAMFAA Summer National
– Jeffersonville, IN
Aug. 31 – Parade & Carnival – Boonton, NJ
Sept. 7 – Housing Parade – Cedar Knolls, NJSept. 21 –
AFANJ Annual Muster – Horseshoe Lake
Sept. 28 – Hahn Muster _ Hamburg, PA
Sept. 29 – Fire Farts Muster, York, PA
Oct. 13 – Sussex Cty Muster – Newton, NJ

ANTIQUE FIRE ASSOCIATION of NJ
c/o NJ Firemen’s Home
565 Lathrop Avenue
Boonton, NJ 07005
Visit: afanj.org
BE SURE TO VISIT AFANJ’ on Facebook. It
is the best way to keep yourself up to date.

Events courtesy of Frank Ruffino and Bill Anderson.
Check event websites for details.

2019 AFANJ OFFICERS
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(Above) This 1918 Ahrens-Fox is a rotary pumper built on a piston pumper chassis.
End result is a one-of-a-kind that looks like it lost its pulsation chamber somewhere along
the way. Nope, it was built this way.
NEXT ISSUE WILL BE E-MAILED on or about JUNE 1, 2019. DAWN FOOTE WILL MAIL HARD
COPIES TO THOSE WHO DON’T RECEIVE E-COPIES LATER IN THE MONTH.

ANTIQUE FIRE ASSOCIATION
of NEW JERSEY
c/o NJ Firemen’s Home
565 Lathrop Avenue
Boonton, NJ 07005
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